
Minutes of the Board of Selectmen meeting of Wednesday, May 4, 2016. Present were Eldon F. 

Moreira, Chairman; Jerry D. Lawrence, Vice Chairman; Anthony J. Kinahan, Clerk. Also present 

was David L. Gagne, Town Administrator. The meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Selectmen's Meeting Room in Town Hall. 

 

Also present at this time were: 

 

Ms. Kathy Reed, Interim Town Accountant 

Mr. Keith Lambert, New England Novelty 

 

The Board led the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to open the public hearing on the application for a Class II Dealer's 

License for X Drive to be located at 436 South Main Street. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan and so 

voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Moreira read the public hearing notice as published in the Brockton Enterprise. 

 

The Board noted that the applicant was not in attendance. Mr. Lawrence stated that the location 

has been a car lot for many years and it is good to see a vacant building filled with a business. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the Class II Dealer's License for X Drive to be located at 436 

South Main Street. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan and so voted unanimously. 

 

At 7:03 p.m., Mr. Lawrence MOVED to close the public hearing. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan and 

so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Kathy Reed introduced herself as the Interim Town Accountant. The Board welcomed her to 

Town. 

 

At 7:04 p.m., Ms. Reed left the room. 

 

The Board reviewed a Temporary Transient Vendor application for New England Novelty. Mr. 

Keith Lambert, owner of New England Novelty, stated that he was seeking to sell flowers on 

Mother's Day weekend. He said that his company has 12 to 14 street corner locations in 

Massachusetts and they sell potted plants and fresh cut flowers. Mr. Lambert said he leased the 

property. Mr. Lawrence asked where the location of the sale would be. Mr. Lambert said in the 

Center Plaza. Mr. Lawrence asked if the plaza would still satisfy parking requirements with this 

stand set up. Mr. Gagne said the Building Inspector approved the license.  

 

Discussion continued regarding the Board previously discontinuing issuing transient vendor 

licenses as it takes away business from the full time greenhouses that pay taxes.  

 

Mr. Lambert said that they pay the landlord and they pay sales tax. Mr. Gagne said the applicant 

has met all legal requirements and that the Board should consider adopting a policy if it is no 



longer interested in issuing transient vendor licenses. Mr. Lawrence said he would like to verify 

that parking will remain adequate for the plaza. 

 

At 7:08 p.m., Mr. Bob Miskinis, owner of 436 South Main Street, and Mr. Alexander 

Ponomarenko, owner of X Drive, entered the room. 

 

Discussion continued regarding the state of parking in the plaza. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the temporary transient vendor license for New England 

Novelty contingent upon verifying with the Building Inspector that parking is adequate. 

Seconded by Chairman Moreira and so voted. Moreira, yes; Lawrence, no; Kinahan, yes. 

 

At 7:10 p.m., Mr. Lambert left the room. 

 

The Joint Meeting with the Finance Committee to appoint a new member was cancelled. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the minutes of April 6, 2016. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan and 

so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to accept for review the minutes of April 20, 2016. Seconded by Mr. 

Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed the annual committee appointments for FY2017 including a list of Special 

Police Officers recommended for appointment by Lt. Victor Flaherty. Mr. Lawrence said that 

there have been no problems reported by any Chairman of these boards and committees. Mr. 

Gagne noted that the Town is currently going out to bid for an animal control officer and that 

that appointment will be made at a later date. He also noted that the Chairman of the Computer 

Advisory Committee has recommended that Library Director Ellen Snoyenbos be appointed to 

that Committee. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to appoint the Special Police Officers as presented, appoint Ms. Ellen 

Snoyenbos to the Computer Advisory Committee, and to appoint all others as presented. 

Seconded by Mr. Kinahan and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed an invitation to the Memorial Day Commemorative Service. Chairman 

Moreira discussed the event. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED that the office send invitations to the Police and Fire Departments on 

behalf of the Committee. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board agreed that Chairman Moreira will deliver the main speech, Mr. Kinahan will lay the 

wreath, and Mr. Lawrence will emcee. 

 

Chairman Moreira told Mr. Alexander Ponomarenko, owner of X Drive, that the Board voted to 

approve the Class II Dealer's license.  

 



Discussion continued regarding the lights on the property. Mr. Bob Miskinis, owner of 436 

South Main Street, said that the lighting that is on the property now is less of a problem than the 

old set of lighting that used to be there and caused issues with the abutting neighbors. 

 

At 7:18 p.m., Mr. Miskinis and Mr. Ponomarenko left the room. 

 

The Board reviewed the Warrant Articles that are proposed for the June 13, 2016 Annual Town 

Meeting. Mr. Gagne described each Article. Mr. Gagne said that there is a change to what was 

approved during the Capital Budget process. He said the Fire Department was approved by the 

Capital Budget Committee for the Lucas Compression Systems and Self Contained Breathing 

Apparatus tanks. He said the request for infrastructure for radios was not approved, however 

since those meetings it has been demonstrated that there is a greater need for the radio 

infrastructure than the other two Capital Budget items. Mr. Gagne said that the Fire Union and 

the Fire Administration are in agreement to use the proposed funding budgeted for the Lucas 

Compression systems and the Self Contained Breathing Apparatus tanks for replacement of the 

radio infrastructure. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to place all Warrant Articles as presented on the Warrant for Annual 

Town Meeting pending review by Town Counsel. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan. 

 

Mr. Kinahan asked why painting the library would be included as a Capital Budget expense 

rather than coming out of the operating budget. Mr. Gagne said that the guideline is that all 

projects over $5,000 are capital budget expenses. He said that when large, one-time expenditures 

are made through operating budgets, it stands out years later. Mr. Lawrence stated that if the 

funding is placed in their operating budget, there is a chance that the funds are absorbed in their 

budget and the project is never completed. 

 

The Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion on the floor. 

 

The Board reviewed an amendment to the contract with the Highway and Vehicle Maintenance 

Superintendent.  

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to sign the contract amendment with the Highway and Vehicle 

Maintenance Superintendent. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed a site plan review application for Buskull Properties, 131 Matfield Street. 

Chairman Moreira said the permit request is to demolish a house and build a new one in its 

place. Mr. Gagne said the site is a non-conforming lot and it is better to go through site plan 

review rather than requesting multiple variances. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to issue no comments regarding Buskull Properties' request for a special 

permit. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed a request from the Senior Class advisors to use War Memorial Park for 

graduation rehearsal and exercises on May 27, 2016 at 8:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., respectively.  

 



Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the request to use War Memorial Park for graduation rehearsal 

and exercises. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne gave the Town Administrator's report. He updated the Board regarding the Town's 

Home Rule Petition requesting additional liquor licenses for the old Shaws Plaza on North Main 

Street. He said the legislation has passed through the Senate Counsel and is now sitting in 

Committee in the House awaiting review. Mr. Gagne said hopefully the legislation can pass by 

the end of the Spring.  

 

Mr. Gagne then updated the Board regarding the Community Compact Agreement signed with 

the state. He said the Town was formally accepted into the program for sewer infrastructure 

along Manley Street and technical and financial assistance for sidewalks. He said Chairman 

Moreira signed on behalf of the Town at a ceremony at the end of April.  

 

Chairman Moreira discussed the intersection of East and East Center Street. He said the Town 

has appropriated money for the design of the intersection. 

 

Brief discussion continued regarding other intersections in Town. 

 

At 7:32 p.m., Mr. Lawrence MOVED to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan and so 

voted unanimously. 

 

 
Respectfully submitted by Mallory E. Aronstein, Assistant Town Administrator. 

 

 
 

List of Documents in Agenda Packet - May 4, 2016 

 Class II Dealer's License and application for XDrive Motors, 436 South Main Street 

 Temporary Transient Vendors License and application for New England Novelty, 4 South Main 

Street 

 Minutes of April 6, 2016 

 Minutes of April 20, 2016 

 List of Special Police Officers to be appointed 

 2017 Annual Committee Appointments 

 Notification of Memorial/Veterans Day Committee 

 Proposed Warrant Articles - Town Meeting, June 13, 2016 

 Amendment to employee agreement - Highway and Vehicle Maintenance Superintendent 

 Special Permit Application for Buskull Properties, 131 Matfield Street 

 Request from Class of 2016 Advisors to utilize War Memorial Park for graduation exercises 

 Letter from Dept. of Local Services regarding Community Compact 


